
“For the encouragement and promotion of yachting 
  and the creation of a spirit of good fellowship…”

(RYC Constitution, Article II)
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Commodore’s Report 

October 2019

Mark your calendar:   OCT 12: Haul Out     NOV 1: Kid’s Halloween Party     NOV 2: Adult Halloween Party

How fast our racing season has come to an end. Summer seemed 
to start so late due to the cold and wet weather, a few races later 
and it end of the season. Our final race at the Club was the S2 7.9 
Class Championship. In what seem typical conditions this 
summer; we sat around Friday without a lick of wind. Saturday 
brought wind and waves with gusts up into the 30s, only 2 races 
held. Sunday was fully fogged in as the Class awarded trophies 
based on just the 2 races. This is a close knit class and has really 
enjoyed coming to RYC for its Class Championship. Weather 
aside, all went well on the water and onshore. Saturday evening 
we hosted over 100 for class dinner. Thank you to Mark Rode 
and Rob Jossart for co-chairing the event and thanks to the many 
volunteers that make these events a success. 
The Board has been working very hard to maintain our facilities, 
keep racing and social events on top and minimize expenses. So 
far we have done an outstanding job. Our saving has grown to 
over $70,000. We need to know that we can rebuild funds after 
major expenses and keep the level of service to our members. We 
don’t need dredging but we will have some major expenses 
coming up soon. Both our east pier and the Richter building roof 
will need work this next year. The pier needs to be up and 
running as this is a big draw for new members wanting to slip 
their boats here. Members + slips = more income. The Richter 
building hosted the youth sailing program and all of our 
maintenance supplies and equipment. Both are very important to 
the quality of life for our Club.
During our October membership meeting (Oct 17 @7PM) 
nominations will be open for several positions in the Club. My 
nomination committee, headed by past Commodore Bill 
Erdmann, has a recommended the following nominations:
Commodore ............................................Amy Cermak 
Vice Commodore ............................................Sean Fox 
Rear Commodore ...................................David Berger 
Recording Secretary ...........................Mary Manning 
Treasurer .................................................Frank Randall 
Membership Secretary ...........................Doc Reisman 
Yard Director .........................................Joyce Hoffman 
Race Director ........................................... Leland Holm 
House Director ............................................Ellie Smith
If you would like to nominate someone else for any of these 
positions, please attend the October general membership meeting 
and make yourself heard.

These past two weeks have been pretty busy sailing for me. A 
couple of interesting events happened as I lost two skippers 
overboard at two different events. First, during the 7.9 event 
racing Raised by Wolves, we were running downwind in 20-25 
knots, a spinnaker block blew jamming the sheet. Unable to trim 
the kite in the blast, the kite rolled to windward and we whipped 
out to leeward, sending Mark into the drink. Mark Lukow 
grabbed Mark Rode, still hanging to the pushpit, and pulled him 
in while the rest of the crew got the boat under control. A few 
bruises and a little wet, we still made the finish in a respectable 
place. A short 5 days later I was racing Nitemare in the J 70 North 
American Championships in Cleveland. In blustery conditions 
(18-22 knots) we rounded the top mark and hoisted the kite, a 
wave pushed the bow up just as the boat astern of us set their kite 
and their sprit poked a hole through our hull. The impact sent 
our skipper overboard, clear of the boat. She quickly surfaced 
(wearing a life jacket) and grabbed the spin sheet of the weather 
boat. She was pulled up on their boat. We quickly got the kite 
down and boat under control. Confirmed a hole and water 
coming in, one crew was on the radio, one on the bilge pump and 
one inside stuffing the hole to stem the flow. Our skipper was 
transferred to the judge’s boat for the ride in. A little luck was 
with us as the damage was below waterline on the starboard side 
but we had a lot of wind and a long starboard reach back to the 
harbor. Keeping the boat on its ear minimized water intrusion 
along with a second hand pump from the judge’s boat. Nice 
thing about VHF radios on the race course: everyone is informed. 
We were escorted by the judge and mark set boats and the YC 
had the lift and trailer waiting for us. After a quick break ashore, 
repairs started. Cutting, grinding, glass/core/ glass/fairing and 
Nitemare was ready for racing the next morning. Amazing what 
can be accomplished with some good friends, some glass and 
epoxy, a lot of dust masks and a few beers. 
Let’s all be safe out there! 
John Stanley, Commodore
 

FALL CLUB HOURS
Monday – Closed; Tuesday and Thursday at 4PM

Closed Tuesdays after haulout.
Open Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at 11AM;  

Sunday at 8AM
Lunch available Wed/Fri/Sat 11AM - 2PM

Dinner on Friday 5-9PM
Bar Menu Available Tues, Weds, Thurs 5PM to 8PM; 
Sunday breakfast 8AM - noon Bar Menu noon - 4PM

Continued on page 3
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RYC News in Brief Meetings/Club Hours

From the September Board meeting minutes: 
Treasurer Frank Randall reported:
•  We had a good month financially. For 

the year our adjusted income is looking 
good. The Club is keeping expenses 
down!

•  Lake Michigan is down four inches this 
month and is expected to to go down 
two inches in the next month.

•  Several people have asked Frank 
recently if the pier system pays for itself. 
In fact it more than does so. Over the last 
fifteen years gross pier income was 
$1,142,642 while pier maintenance, 
dredging and construction cost the Club 
$656,439. The Club pays for utilities and 
insurance, but the pier system is a source 
of general income for us. After the 
recession hit, pier income fell – in the last 
ten years gross pier income was $642,645 
while pier maintenance, dredging and 
construction cost was $526,455, so it was 
still profitable. Financially we need the 
pier system. Frank added a page to the 
monthly report with a spreadsheet on 
pier income and expense.

From Commodore John Stanley:
•  Summer has been busy and we are now 

winding down the season. Dennis 
Barclay was introduced as the nominated 
Pier Director.

From Office Manager Kim Shortess:
•  Billing was sent out. Issues with email 

sending seem to be resolved.
•  A bag of $175 was taken from kim’s drawer. 

Not sure by whom or when. Second time a 
“full register bag” was discovered gone 
from the office. We decided to purchase a 
small digital safe for leaving money for 
staff and will protect money bags carefully 
in the future!  Seems to have been a crime 
of convenience... not a break in. We used 
extra cash from PULL TAB profits to make 
up the missing money. 

•  We have set up Square to accept credit card 
payments on Sandi Fox’s phone. She used 
it to accept payments from the S2 7.9 
participants.

•  Wil Kil  (Bug Exterminator) has again told 
us that we need to do a better job at 
cleaning both behind the bar and in the 
galley to eliminate the fruit fly issue that 
we have. I’ve told Eddie and he says he’ll 
work on it. The flies are also an issue. 

From Vice Commodore Sean Fox:
•  Sean thanks all that have sent pictures to 

him. Please continue to send them so he 
can continue to post on our social media 
pages - seancfox@gmail.com.

•  Sean has obtained some LED parking lot 
lights at no cost from a friend who works 
at Econolite. We will provide before and 
after pictures. Sean is working on getting 
new soffit lighting for outside. We may 
need to look at replacing our current 
soffit as it’s on its last leg. 

•  Long Term Planning Committee - Will 
find a date in the coming weeks to get 
the committee together - summer got in 
the way this past month.

•  Working on getting surveys/evaluations 
lined up for the pier system as well as 
throughout the Club. This will likely be 
done in the winter when it slows down. 

From Rear Commodore Amy Cermak:
•  The newly painted RYC signs are 

beautiful and enhance the Club. Thank 
you, Charlie and Mary Manning.                                                                                                                                       

From Membership Secretary Jack 
Landwehr, Jr.:
•  Members 274
•  No new members. One member 

requested change to Life status but does 
not qualify.

From House Director Patrick Sullivan: 
•  New Ice bins have been installed by 

Coca Cola per Health Department 
regulations. Our equipment rental costs 
have gone from $8.47 monthly to $37.39.

•  Walk-in cooler was freezing up again. 
Finally found the leak and it was 
repaired. Cost was $730.45. Floor was 
repaired in the cooler.

•  Urinal was plugged in Men’s Room. We 
had the plumber in to fix this issue.

•  Carpet was cleaned on Monday, 
September 16th to make the Club 
presentable for the S2 7.9 Regatta.

From Pier Director Frank Gall:
•  The lake level is falling, but at a very 

slow pace. The plan is to install the east 
pier prototype on yard and dock day. All 
occupied slips on the west pier have 
electricity despite the fact that one wire 
had to be pulled at the main breaker box. 
At present, only one receptacle is 
functional on the electrical pedestals  

near slips 41-53 on the east side of the 
west pier. New wire will need to be 
pulled to resolve this issue. 

From Yard Director Mike Freitag: 
•  Frank Gall, Charlie Manning and Mike 

completed installing the last of the north 
fence vertical and horizontal supports. 
Mike will install post connectors to them 
shortly. Thanks to Charlie and Frank.                                                                                                                                       

•   Sue Beres put together the last mixed use 
recycling container for over by the patio. 
The members have been participating in 
the recycling, but I still find, plastic and 
glass bottles and aluminum cans in the 
trash which is somewhat disappointing. 
Overall, a success. Thanks Sue.

•   Charlie had the RYC Members Only/

See this month’s calendar on page 4 
for additional coming events:

October  
 3 7:00pm  New Member Meeting
 10 7:00pm Board Meeting
 17 7:00pm  General Membership  
   Meeting

November  
 7 7:00pm  New Member Meeting
 14 7:00pm Board Meeting
 21 7:00pm  General Membership  
   Meeting

FALL CLUB HOURS    
Monday – Closed
Tues., Thurs. – 4PM to 9PM*
Weds., Fri., Sat. – 11AM to 9PM*
Sunday – 8AM to 8PM*
*Closing times are determined at the  
bartender’s discretion; Club is typically open 
until 9:00 if there are patrons present.

GALLEY HOURS
Wed., Fri., Sat. Lunch .............. 11:00-2:00
Friday Dinner  ...........................5:00-9:00
Sunday Breakfast.......................8:00-2:00 
Sunday Lunch (limited) .........12:00-2:00 
Bar Menu: Tuesday...................... 5:00-9:00 
Bar Menu: Weds, Thurs. ............. 5:00-8:00

OFFICE HOURS 8 AM until 2 PM M-F

Visit RYC’s Website at www.racineyachtclub.org
for the most up-to-date information, events and race results.

In Memoriam

Peter Stein, Nancy Morey, Clyde Gatzke 
and Paula Palladino’s mom passed away 
recently. We extend our sincere sympathies to 
their families during this difficult time.

Continued on page 3



New Members Welcome sign installed 
on the west fence off the kitchen. A little 
touch up paint on the fence and this 
project is completed. It looks good.

•   Mike received a quote from Craig at Seal 
Coat King about repairing the cracks and 
applying seal coat in our parking lot. 
Discussion brought some concerns as to 
the best time of year to do this project 
and if it can be done in two separate 
episodes because it needs 48 hours 
before lot can be used. There is concern 
that blocking access to Rooney park will 
need to be cleared. Mike will follow up 
on these issues.

•   Mike has added another No Parking 
sign along the south fence.

•   Mike has been asked by members about 
having our minks moved. Kim talked to 
Racine Zoo, but they do not take wild 
animals. Kim did get the name of a 
company, Animal Damage Control. 
They will set a trap for $145 and charge 
$60 for each mink trapped.

•   Finally, the last bush along the parking 
lot fence has been removed. Brad will 
bring a fork lift over and we will 
CAREFULLY remove the stumps as 
there is electrical for the globes and 
parking lot lights somewhere down 
there. Then the fence can be finish 
painted. Mike is also going to seek quotes 
on removal of bushes by an outside 
contractor for safety reasons.  

From Race Director Fred Stritt:
•   The awards banquet is scheduled for 

December 7th, time to be announced.
•   The 2019 HOOK Race made a profit of 

approximately $5000 give or take! We 
will be submitting a formal request to 
purchase a laptop computer for the 
chairman to keep track of all that we 
need to have at our fingertips. The 
HOOK committee has turned over 
thousands of dollars to the Racine Yacht 
Club. From Running very successful 
races in the past, We ask that we get 
nothing, but the full support from the 
board for this purchase.

From Entertainment Director Kurt Lasson: 
•   Halloween party is scheduled for 

November 2. People are to bring a 
“goulish treat”.  

•   Kurt is considering adding another 

event for October.   
 COMMiTTEE REPORTS
•   By-Laws: None
•   HOOK: Planning for next year is 

underway. The HOOK this year was 
profitable.  

•   RYC Youth Program: It’s been a great 
summer for our youth sailing! The all-
day sailing classes were well received by 
the community and filled up fast.  
Tuesday night racing for the young and 
young at heart was successful and great 
fun. If you have a Laser in storage, get it 
out and let us know if you are interested 
in Fall racing.

•   RYC Youth Foundation:  The Foundation 
continues to support youth sailing 
through the receipt of monetary 
donations and limited case by case boat 
donations.

UNFiNiSHED BUSiNESS
•   None

COMMUNiCATiONS
•   A donation request was received from 

River Bend.

News in Brief, cont’d A Real Nitemare

Clothing Corner

NEW Untucked Fit  

SuperPro Men’s Oxford Shirt 
 

 

Look your best in a tried-and-true 
oxford that performs. Designed to 
resist and release stains, the 
SuperPro Oxford has a soft hand and 
a wrinkle-free finish to keep you 
looking neat and professional all day 
long. 

• 4.6-ounce, 60/40 cotton/poly  
• A slim (but not tight) fit that sits closer 

to the body 
• Button-down collar 
• Pearlized buttons 
• Left chest pocket 
• Rounded adjustable cuffs 
• Shortened front and back hem for 

balanced, untucked wear 

Available at the RYC Vendor Fair 
Saturday November 23rd. 

	  

 Photo courtesy of John Stanley 

A common complaint is “There is no head 
in the J 70!” We solved that. (Refer to the 
Commodore’s Report for the rest of the story.)



RYC Calendar of Events — October-November

If you are aware of any dates or events that should be included in upcoming calendars, please contact the RYC office or e-mail information to the Reef Point editor. 
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Breakfast 
Served 8-Noon

Packers vs. Cowboys @ 
3:25

Breakfast 
Served 8-Noon

Breakfast 
Served 8-Noon

Packers vs. Raiders @ 
Noon

Breakfast 
Served 8-Noon

Packers vs. Chiefs @ 7:20

CluB CloSed

Yoga/Pilates Class 9AM

CluB CloSed

Yoga/Pilates Class 9AM

CluB CloSed

Yoga/Pilates Class 9AM

CluB CloSed

Yoga/Pilates Class 9AM

Club opens 
@ 4:00
TACo NIGHT 5:00-9:00
ladies Bunco - 5:30PM

Club opens 
@ 4:00
TACo NIGHT 5:00-9:00

Club opens 
@ 4:00
TACo NIGHT 5:00-9:00

Club opens 
@ 4:00
TACo NIGHT 5:00-9:00

Club opens 
@ 4:00
TACo NIGHT 5:00-9:00

Club opens 
@ 11:00
lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
GYRo WedNeSdAY

Club opens 
@ 11:00
lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
GYRo WedNeSdAY

Club opens 
@ 11:00
lunch Served 11:00-2:00  
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
GYRo WedNeSdAY

Club opens 
@ 11:00
lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
GYRo WedNeSdAY

Club opens 
@ 11:00
lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
GYRo WedNeSdAY

Club opens @ 4:00
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
RIB THuRSdAY
Karaoke Night - 6PM
Prospective New Member 
Night - 7PM 
Men’s Night - 5PM

Club opens 
@ 4:00
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
RIB THuRSdAY
Board Meeting -7:00

Club opens 
@ 4:00
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
RIB THuRSdAY
General Membership 
Meeting -7:00

Club opens 
@ 4:00
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
RIB THuRSdAY

Club opens 
@ 4:00
Bar menu 5:00-10:00
RIB THuRSdAY
Karaoke Night - 6PM

Club opens 
@ 11:00
lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
dinner Served 5:00-9:00

Club opens 
@ 11:00
lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
dinner Served 5:00-9:00

Club opens 
@ 11:00
lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
dinner Served 5:00-9:00 

Club opens 
@ 11:00
lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
dinner Served 5:00-9:00

Club opens 
@ 11:00
lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
dinner Served 5:00-9:00

Kid’s Halloween Party

Club opens 
@ 9:00
lunch Served 11-2:00          

Club opens 
@ 9:00
lunch Served 11-2:00

Haul out

Club opens 
@ 9:00
lunch Served 11-2:00

Club opens 
@ 9:00
lunch Served 11-2:00

Breakfast 
Served 8-Noon

CluB CloSed

Yoga/Pilates Class 9AM

Club opens 
@ 9:00
lunch Served 11-2:00

Adult Halloween Party

2

October

November

Candidate Nominations for 2020 RYC Board 

10

Advertise here
with your business card

only $10/month
Contact Kim in the office, 

or e-mail Paul at ptobias@wi.rr.com

Thursday, September 19, 2019

Nominating Committee 
Report for 2020 RYC 
Board of Directors
Commodore ............................Amy Cermak
Vice Commodore.....................Sean Fox
Rear Commodore....................David Berger
Recording Secretary................Mary Manning
Treasurer.................................Frank Randall
Membership Secretary.............Doc Reisman
Yard Director................. ..........Joyce Hoffman
Race Director...........................Leland Holm
*House Director........................Ellie Smith

*Note: House Director completing 2nd year of 
Term.

Nominating Committee: Past Commodore's -
Bill Erdmann, Charles Manning and Gregg 
Henning.              Additional assistance from: 
Past Commodore Bob Sample, Commodore 
John Stanley and Rear Commodore Amy 
Cermak.

Nominations from the floor,  will be accepted 
at the October 17, 2019, General Membership 
Mtg.    
Elections are held GMM, November 21, 2019.

1
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When the Experience Counts

SELECTED BROKERAGE

FULL SERVICE SALES OFFICE OPEN IN MILWAUKEE

Ed Jirsa

Stop By To See How “Captain Ed” Can Help 
You With All Your Boating Needs

47’  2019  Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 479 – New boat .  .  .  .  .  . $394,000
44’  1980  Cheoy Lee 44 Cutter – Always freshwater  .  .  .  .  .  .$75,000
43’  2000  Jefferson 4300 – Safe, Attractive, Comfortable $145,000
38’  1986  Krogen 38 Cutter – Shoal draft gunk holer  .  .  .  .  .  .$75,000
37’  1969  Chris Craft Apache 37 – Classic w/refit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $29,900
36’  2007  Sabre Spirit 36 – New Sails  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $149,900
36’  1973  Islander 36 – Just for Fun .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$24,000
34’  2019  Jeanneau SO 349 – New boat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Call “Captain Ed”
34’  2018  Jeanneau SO 349 – Demo boat discounted to .  . $182,995
34’  1997  PSC Crealock 34 Cutter – Always Lake Michigan $129,900
34’  1992  Pacific Seacraft Ericson 34 MKII – 2017 Refit .  .  .  . $62,900
34’  1986  Tartan 34 – Classic performance cruiser  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$45,900
32’  1984  Union 32 – Solid & sea kindly .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $29,900
32’  1979  Cheoy Lee 32 – Always Lake Michigan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $28,000
31’  2000  Catalina 310 Wing Keel – Comfortable family  .  .  .  .$44,900
31’  1969  Chris Craft 32 Commander – Boat Show ready  .  . $19,900
30’  2020  Jeanneau 9 .0 CC – New Boat .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Call “Captain Ed”
30’  2007  Cruisers Express 300 CXi – Perfect family boat  .  .$74,900
28’  2003  Sea Ray 280 Sundancer – Low hours + gen set $39,900
28’  1988  Shannon 28 Cutter – Pristine & bluewater boat  . $69,900
26’  2019  Seaward 26 RK – Sail without boundaries .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Call  

NEW LOCATION: 520 S. Water St, Milwaukee, WI 53204 
Email:  ejirsa@larsenmarine.com  •  Phone:  (262) 498-2969 

Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 479

Dealers For:

419  389             349             Yacht 51  In Stock 440  

Order NOW for Spring Delivery
Last Call!

With bright and spacious interiors, today’s 
yachts offer unprecedented comfort.  
Come see for yourself why the romance 
of the sea has never been stronger.  

NEW NC 895NEW Sun Odyssey 410

 

LOA (ft)  Year  Make   Price  

45 2006 Hunter 45cc $179,900 

45 2009 Hunter 45  $238,900 

41 1998 Beneteau 411 $99,900 

39 2011 Hunter 39 $139,900 

37 2014 Marlow Hunter 37 $199,990 

34 1999 Hunter 340 $56,900 

34 2001 Hunter 340 $58,900 

33 2015 Marlow Hunter 33 $124,900 

32 1985 Bayfield  $19,900 

30 1984 Catalina 30T $19,900 

30 1982 Person Flyer  $3,495 

30 1989 Hunter 30 $13,000 

30 1981 Kirby 30  $9,995 

30 1978 C&C 30 $9,857 

30 1983 LM Pilot House  $29,999 

    

    

Pre - Owned Boats 

Sales - Marine Supply Store  
Parts and Service - Winter Storage 

950 Erie St. Racine, WI       262-636-8020     Racineriverside.com 

Store Hours  

Mon -  Fri    8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Saturday     8:00 am - 2:00 pm  

Sunday              Closed  



Please support our 
advertisers — they support us!

C o n t r i b u t i n g 
S t a f f

Deadline for articles is 
the 20th of the month 
PRIOR to publication.

We like to include photos of members’ activities, so 
take your camera along next time you go to the Club, 
while you’re racing or cruising – or even vacationing! 
Digital photos work best – just e-mail them. You can 
get your photos, news and event info to us by using 
the mailbox in RYC’s office, or you can mail, fax or  
e-mail to: 

Reef Point Editor  One Barker Street

Racine, WI 53402  Fax (262) 634-8971

e-mail: ptobias@wi.rr.com

Advertise with your 
business card: only $10/month

Contact Kim in the office, 
or e-mail Paul at ptobias@wi.rr.com

johnsonbank.com

KARRIE WICHMAN
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS: 1260035
262.554.3911 
kwichman@johnsonbank.com

B A N K I N G    W E A LT H    I N S U R A N C E

Member FDIC

Marsha Connet
Reef Point Editor 

RYC Members
Photos & Articles

Paul Tobias
Layout/Production

 Judy Cook
 Communications
Coordinator and 

Contributing Writer

Gregg Henning
RYC Webmaster 

1623 Douglas Avenue
Racine, WI 53404
Phone: 262-637-2344
Fax: 262-637-5011
rpsinc@sbcglobal.net

Anthony (Tony) Ricchio
President

ANDREA THUNHORST
Personal Insurance Sales Executive 
P: 262.884.7837 
athunhorst@johnsonfinancialgroup.com 
johnsonbank.com/advisors/athunhorst

Johnson Financial Group offers comprehensive financial services through its subsidiaries Johnson Bank, Johnson 
Wealth Inc., and Johnson Insurance Services, LLC.

Text RYCEBLAST to 22828 from your smart 
phone and you’ll be added into the mailing 
list for the RYC bi-weekly news blast. 

Receive the RYC E-Blast!


