
“For the encouragement and promotion of yachting 
  and the creation of a spirit of good fellowship…”

(RYC Constitution, Article II)

REEFPOINT
Racine Yacht Club   Racine, Wisconsin    

 Racine Yacht Club     •     One Barker Street     •    Racine, WI  53402            42  44.24  N  -  87  46.69  W      
Phones: General (262) 634-8585       Office 7:00am–Noon: (262) 634-8587       FAX (262) 634-8971      Web site: www.racineyachtClub.org    e-mail: office@racineyachtClub.org

View the Reef Point in color on our Website!

Commodore’s Report Fred Stritt (Tow Boat) and Joe Fox help move trees from our beach.

June 2019

Mark your calendar:   JUN 15: RYC OPEN HOUSE    JUN 16: Father’s Day & 59th Mission Star Regatta    JUN 22: Sails Not Required & Super 
Hero Day    JUN 29: TRI CLUB PARTY    JULY 12: HOOK Pre-Race Party    JULY 13: HOOK Race

Welcome to summer, well, in Wisconsin, this may be the best we 
get. By now I hope the weather has improved. Despite the 
weather difficulties, we have been getting a lot done around our 
Club. Launch day was successful as all boats floated and rigs are 
up. Yard and dock day saw a lot of activity as we cleaned, 
prepared and improved our facilities for the coming year. Pier 
work is coming along and we will have usable slips for all that 
have reserved them. The beach was raked and driftwood piled 
high. The yard and planted areas were cleaned and readied for 
new plantings. In our dry sail area, we have moved the trailer 
used for our youth sailing program away from the water and 
moved the youth boats up closer to the launch area. This should 
make it easier for the kids to launch and store their boats and 
make a little more room for members’ trailer boats along the 
fence. This also goes to helping our view south along the water. 
Volunteers, our members, are what really make this Club work. 
This keeps us all involved with maintaining and improving our 
Club. If we were to hire out all of this, the cost to be a member 
would be out of reach for most of us. Volunteering also helps 
introduce new faces and builds current friendships. If you 
missed any of these past opportunities to help out, don’t worry, 
there are plenty more to come. If you are good with steel 
working, wood working or enjoy long walks out on the pier – we 
have lots to offer. The pier rebuilding is in full force and always 
looking for help. If walks on the beach are your thing, another 
never ending problem of  beach cleanup might be just for you. 
Gardening? Sweeping sand? Carpentry? We have a place for you. 
Even if you just like to party, we can use you to host any of the 
many parties that we all enjoy. Step up, let us know what you 
would like to do and we will find you a place. 
I’m very much looking to get back on the water as all of you are 
as well. Wednesday night beer cans will have started along with 
weekend regattas in neighboring cities. The Chicago NOOD, 
South Shore’s Queens Cup and of course our own HOOk race 
are all coming up. Make sure you are registered and crew are 
ready for some fun. Speaking of crew, our adult sailing students 
are currently out on Tuesday nights and can be a great source of 
new crew to help fill up you boat. Come down and introduce 
yourself. It’s a great way to build a new friendship and keep the 
new student involved in boating. Membership can always use 
the boost.

Although I am writing this before our opening day, the weather 
is looking good. This is the weekend we bless our boats and 
celebrate the beginning of our boating season. We also remember 
our members that have sailed over the horizon this past year. We 
will also be naming our race committee and safety boats in honor 
of past members. Richard J. Hennig, Donald Fiehwig, and Joseph 
McGauran. Youth Foundation has a new RIB named Millie, for 
foundation benefactor who donated the boat. 
I was talking about some of my winter sailing adventures to a 
non-boater. I was saying how to get around the course as fast as 
you can. They thought it peculiar that I like sailing so much that 
I want to spend the least amount of time doing it. I said it’s like 
golf, the better you are, the less time you have to be out there. 
Odd, isn’t it? I hope everyone can spend as much time as you like 
out on the water this summer.
Let’s have a safe and enjoyable summer at your RYC home.
– John Stanley, Commodore

SUMMER CLUB HOURS
Open Monday and Thursday at 1PM; Tuesday at 4PM

Open Wednesday and Friday at 11AM; Saturday at 9AM; 
Sunday at 8AM

Lunch available Wed/Fri/Sat 11AM - 2PM
Dinner on Friday 5-9PM

Bar Menu Available Tues, Weds, Thurs 5PM to 8PM; 
Sunday breakfast 8AM - noon Bar Menu noon - 4PM

Continued on page 3

 Photo courtesy of John Stanley 
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RYC News in Brief Meetings/Club Hours

From the May Board meeting minutes: 
Treasurer Frank Randall reported:
•  We did well in the past month. For the 

year we are ahead $14,892. Dues are 
coming in and our savings account is up 
substantially.

•  The report on water levels is much 
worse. Lake Michigan went up eight 
inches in the past month and is within an 
inch of the 25 year maximum reached in 
1997. It is only seven inches below the 
100 year maximum reached in 1986. The 
Corp of Engineers expects water levels 
to rise three inches in the next month. We 
usually reach peak seasonal levels in 
July so it looks like we will be testing the 
100 year maximum this season.

From Commodore John Stanley:
•  We (were in) need of a priest or minister 

for Blessing of the Fleet on Opening Day.  
The plans were to christen three boats 
with the names of members. Further 
plans for Opening Day were discussed.

From Office Manager Kim Shortess:
•  The Veterans who provide the color guard 

for Opening Day will no longer be able to 
attend our event. 

•  Letters were sent to eight families of 
members who died this past year.

 From Vice Commodore Sean Fox:
•  Still working on obtaining a TV for the 

front foyer. The plan was to have this all 
completed by Opening Day. He will 
work with the correct parties to see 
where things stand.

•  Starting on Memorial Day (Monday 
May 27th), we will be starting Queen of 
Hearts. Drawings will be held every 
Monday and you must be present to 
win. See the bartender for more details. 

•  Sean thanks Dave and Dawn Patzke for 
the donation and running of the game. 

From Rear Commodore Amy Cermak:
•  Amy Cermak will coordinate the 

planting of the four patio pots and the 
anchor bed. The two parking lot pots 
will be replaced and planted. All planting 
will be completed by Opening Day.

From Membership Secretary Jack 
Landwehr, Jr.:
•   269 members
•  We had a good  first Thursday with two 

new members joining. Board approved 

new members. Jack also gave out 
membership passes to the members of 
the sailing school. So if you see some 
unfamiliar faces, please say hi and tell 
them about the Club! 

•  The open house is scheduled for 
Saturday June 15th from 2-5pm. Jack is 
working with Eddy for the food and 
drink arrangements. Jack is working 
with Paul Tobias to come up with some 
nice looking hand outs.

 From House Director Patrick Sullivan: 
•  Nothing to report; all is well with the 

house.
From Pier Director Frank Gall:
•  Repairs to the piers are going slowly due 

to high water levels, wind, rain, snow 
and cold weather. We are making 
progress but there is a long way to go. 
There is a long list of tasks to accomplish 
this weekend (Yard and Dock Day)and 
lots of help will be needed. At present 
there are enough slips available for all of 
the boats.

From Yard Director Mike Freitag: 
•  Yard and Dock Day Spring 2019 is upon 

us. With the move of the Youth 
Foundation trailer to west of the water 
department cage, yard crew will be 
needed to: Move the masts and other 
items from the south fence area to a new 
temporary location. Clear out the area 
around and under the trailer so it can be 
moved. With regard to moving the 
trailer, Brad Strand was asked and 
agreed to bring one of his large forklifts. 
We were unable to use the crane on 
launch day.

•  Janice Schneberger cleaned the beach on 
launch day and did a fantastic job raking 
the main beach. A big thank you to 
Janice, Scot Trott and any other members 
who may have stepped up and helped 
out. The only other area requiring 
cleaning is the small beach which will be 
done on yard and dock day prior to 
moving the swing set.  We now have two 
burn piles.

•  The new walkway rope has arrived and 
Commodore “the splicer” John began 
installing it on the main walkway.  Thank 
you,John.

•  Dustin at Racine Crane has been 
contacted to perform an inspection of 

the small boat crane and to let me know 
if any repairs are needed.

•  The fence along the north pier has two 
broken poles near the dumpster area 
and two more down near the Richter 
Building. Mike took down the blue wind 
screen in the corner for now and lashed 
the poles together.

•  The garbage collection has been changed 
to weekly.

•  The search for another dock boy 
continues.

From Race Director Fred Stritt:
•   Romey is in! She was prepped for launch 

by Dave Berger! He did an outstanding 
job scraping and painting the hull!  

•   The star fleet has offered to come up 
with $500 toward a new windlass 

Continued on page 3

See this month’s calendar on page 4 
for additional coming events:

June   
 6 7:00pm  New Member Meeting
 13 7:00pm Board Meeting
 20 No General Membership Meeting

July   
 4 7:00pm  New Member Meeting
 11 7:00pm Board Meeting
 18 No General Membership Meeting

SUMMER CLUB HOURS    
Mon., Thurs. – 1PM to 9PM*
Tuesday – 4PM to 9PM*Weds., Fri. – 
11AM to 9PM*
Saturday  – 9AM to 9PM* 
Sunday – 8AM to 8PM*
*Closing times are determined at the  
bartender’s discretion; Club is typically open 
until 9:00 if there are patrons present.

GALLEY HOURS
Wed., Fri., Sat. Lunch .............. 11:00-2:00
Friday Dinner  ...........................5:00-9:00
Sunday Breakfast.......................8:00-2:00 
Sunday Lunch (limited) .........12:00-2:00 
Bar Menu: Tuesday...................... 5:00-9:00 
Bar Menu: Weds, Thurs. ............. 5:00-8:00

OFFICE HOURS 8 AM until 2 PM M-F

Visit RYC’s Website at www.racineyachtclub.org
for the most up-to-date information, events and race results.

In Memoriam

Ed Wichman and Mark Lukow’s father 
passed away recently. We extend our sincere 
sympathies to their families.



system, if the Club/RC contributes the 
same or more! Fred believes this is a 
must do as there is concern of losing 
someone overboard or injuring 
someone’s hand in the winch.

•   All systems are go for Wednesday night 
racing. Sailing Instructions and fee 
schedules have been posted.

•   The Club needs to find a regatta 
chairman for Racine Regatta and the 
Catalina nationals! 

From Entertainment Director Kurt Lasson: 
Absent, report provided:
•   Bands are booked for Opening Day, 

Open House, Tri-Club, Pre-Hook Race 
Party and the RYC Regatta. The Bands: 
Vibratone Sensation, The All-Stars, kyle 
Young and Sole City Juke Box

•   Candle Bash brought some fun with the 
“Pass Your Trash” gift exchange. We 
will be doing that again.

•   Here comes the time of year when this 
Club comes alive. Everybody have fun 
and be safe.

 COMMiTTEE REPORTS
•   By-Laws: The recent House Rules have 

been changed and posted as per 
discussion at the General Membership 
Meeting.

•   HOOK: Things are mostly finalized.  
Fred bought flags and included purchase 
for next year.

•   Adult Sailing School: 35 are attending. 
Two classes have been completed.

•   RYC Youth Sailing Program:  We are 
actively registering youth for summer 
sailing camp 24 are signed up so far. Will 
do races on Tuesday nights again this 
year.

•   RYC Youth Foundation: The Youth 
Foundation would like to transfer the 
title of the Family Sail boat (Catalina 27) 
to the Club. After discussion as to 
whether the Club should own the boat 
and continue the family sail program. It 
was decided to get more information 
about cost and actual use. In an effort to 
clean up the Club grounds all boats that 
are in our possession are for sale. 

UNFiNiSHED BUSiNESS
•   None
COMMUNiCATiONS
•   None

3

News in Brief, cont’d Clothing Corner

Ladies	  &	  Men’s	  RYC	  Anorak	  
An updated classic meant to be taken with you wherever you go…… 	  

	  

	  

	  

•  100% Softex™ Polyester (2.06 oz./yd2) 
•  Wind & water-resistant, lightweight & breathable 
•  Lightweight jersey lining with nylon sleeve lining for easy on/off 
•  Zippered pouch pocket to secure your valuables 
•  Drop tail hem for added coverage and functionality 

 

A Note from Gretchen Romanshek

I want to thank the members of Racine 
Yacht Club for your kindness and 
support over the past two months. The 
heartwarming turnout at Jim’s memorial 
meant so very much to me and our 
family, but I also wanted to address 
something that occurred at the gathering. 
At some point during the afternoon 
someone dented Jim’s beloved car. There 
was no note left nor did anyone notify 
me that they’d seen anything occur. 
Certainly, insurance will take care of the 
dent but the fact that no one saw it 
happen got me thinking. 
The exterior of the Club can be desolate, 

and even on a busy evening things can 
happen. I’d like to suggest we consider 
security cameras for the parking lot. Our 
bartenders often leave in the dark and I 
am most concerned for their safety. I’d 
never really thought about how far the 
Club is from the neighbors and that we 
really could be targeted because of that. 
I’m hoping the board will consider 
adding exterior security cameras that 
could record the activity in our parking 
lot. It will add to the safety of our 
wonderful facility because just their 
presence will send a message that we are 
watching out for our members and staff.



RYC Calendar of Events — June-July

If you are aware of any dates or events that should be included in upcoming calendars, please contact the RYC office or e-mail information to the Reef Point editor. 
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Breakfast 
Served 8-Noon

59th Mission Star 
Regatta
FATHERS’ DAY

Breakfast 
Served 8-Noon

Breakfast 
Served 8-Noon

Breakfast 
Served 8-Noon

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

Yoga/Pilates Class 9AM

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

Yoga/Pilates Class 9AM

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

Yoga/Pilates Class 9AM

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

Yoga/Pilates Class 9AM

Club Opens 
@ 1:00
TACO NIGHT 5:00-9:00
Adult Sailing Class 7 - 
5:30PM
420 & Laser Racing - 
6:15

Club Opens 
@ 1:00
TACO NIGHT 5:00-9:00
Adult Sailing Class 8 - 
5:30PM
420 & Laser Racing - 
6:15

Club Opens 
@ 1:00
TACO NIGHT 5:00-9:00
420 & Laser Racing - 
6:15

Club Opens 
@ 1:00
TACO NIGHT 5:00-9:00
Ladies Bunco - 5:30PM
420 & Laser Racing - 
6:15

Club Opens 
@ 1:00
TACO NIGHT 5:00-9:00
420 & Laser Racing - 
6:15

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
GYRO WEDNESDAY
Wednesday Race #3
Post-Race Buffet

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
GYRO WEDNESDAY
Wednesday Race #4
Post-Race Buffet

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 11:00-2:00  
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
GYRO WEDNESDAY
Wednesday Race #5
Post-Race Buffet

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
GYRO WEDNESDAY
Wednesday Race #6
Post-Race Buffet

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
GYRO WEDNESDAY
Wednesday Race #7
Post-Race Buffet

Club Opens 
@ 1:00
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
RIB THURSDAY
Board Meeting -7:00

Club Opens 
@ 1:00
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
RIB THURSDAY

Club Opens 
@ 1:00
Bar menu 5:00-8:00
RIB THURSDAY

Club Opens 
@ 1:00

INDEPENDENCE DAY

Club Opens 
@ 1:00
Bar menu 5:00-10:00
RIB THURSDAY

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Dinner Served 5:00-9:00

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Dinner Served 5:00-9:00

PHRF Pursuit Race #2

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Dinner Served 5:00-9:00 

Queen’s Cup (Milwaukee to 
St. Joseph, MI)

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Dinner Served 5:00-9:00

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 11:00-2:00 
Dinner Served 5:00-
10:00
Pre-HOOk Party

Club Opens 
@ 9:00
Lunch Served 11-2:00          
59th Mission Star 
Regatta 
OPEN HOUSE 2-5:00

Club Opens 
@ 9:00
Lunch Served 11-2:00

Sails Not Required
Super Hero Day - 2 to 5PM

Club Opens 
@ 9:00
Lunch Served 11-2:00

TRI CLUB PARTY

Club Opens 
@ 9:00
Lunch Served 11-2:00

Breakfast 
Served 8-Noon

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

Yoga/Pilates Class 9AM

Club Opens 
@ 9:00
Lunch Served 11-2:00
HOOk Race (Racine to 
Menominee, MI)
Chicago Yacht Club 
Mackinac Race

13

July

Upcoming Events  

JUN 15
RYC OPEN 
HOUSE

JUN 16 
Father’s Day 
59th Mission Star 
Regatta 

JUN 21 
Pursuit Race #2

JUN 22  
Sails Not Required 
Super Hero Day - 2 
to 5PM

JUN 24 
First Day of 
kaszube Cup 
Training Camp 
(Youth) 
June 24 - 27 & Jul 1 
- Jul 3
JUN 29 
TRI CLUB PARTY

JULY 4 
Food, Fun & 
Fireworks! 

JULY 12
HOOk Pre-Race 
Party

JULY 13
HOOk Race

20

Text RYCEBLAST to 22828 from your smart 
phone and you’ll be added into the mailing 
list for the RYC bi-weekly news blast. 

Receive the RYC E-Blast!
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When the Experience Counts

SELECTED BROKERAGE

FULL SERVICE SALES OFFICE OPEN IN MILWAUKEE

Ed Jirsa

Stop By To See How “Captain Ed” Can Help 
You With All Your Boating Needs

47’  2019  Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 479 – New boat .  .  .  .  .  . $394,000
43’  2000  Jefferson 4300 – Safe, Attractive, Comfortable $155,000
41’  2019  Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 410 – New boat Call “Captain Ed”
38’  2009  Sabre 386 – A Sailor’s Sailboat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $239,500
38’  1985  Morgan 384 – Extensive refit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $69,900
38’  1989  Ericson 38-200 – Aft stateroom layout  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $50,000
38’  1986  Krogen 38 Cutter – Shoal draft gunk holer  .  .  .  .  .  .$75,000
37’  1969  Chris Craft Apache 37 – Classic plastic w/refit  .  . $32,000
36’  2007  Sabre Spirit 36 – New Sails  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $149,900
36’  1996  Sabre 362 – New sails  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $129,900
36’  1973  Islander 36 – Just for Fun .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$24,000
35’  2004  Jeanneau SO 35 – Stored inside .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $94,500
35’  2002  Goderich 35 – Custom Haydn Gozzard interior  .  .$75,000
34’  2019  Jeanneau SO 349 – New boat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Call “Captain Ed”
34’  1997  PSC Crealock 34 Cutter – Always Lake Michigan $129,900
34’  1992  Pacific Seacraft Ericson 34 MKII – 2017 Refit .  .  .  . $64,900
32’  1984  Union 32 – Solid & sea kindly .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $34,900
31’  2000  Beneteau Oceanis 311 – Trades welcome .  .  .  .  .  .  .$48,000
30’  2020  Jeanneau 9 .0 CC – New Boat .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Call “Captain Ed”
30’  2007  Cruisers Express 300 CXi – Family boat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$74,900
26’  2019  Seaward 26 RK – Trailerable cruiser  .  .  . Call “Captain Ed”

NEW LOCATION: 520 S. Water St, Milwaukee, WI 53204 
Email:  ejirsa@larsenmarine.com  •  Phone:  (262) 498-2969 

Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 479

Join the Summer Fun
Call “Captain Ed” for Private Yacht Showings

With bright and spacious interiors, today’s 
yachts offer unprecedented comfort.  

Come see for yourself why the romance 
of the sea has never been stronger.  

Popular Raised Keel 
Trailerable 
Pocket Cruisers

Also In-Stock 
Jeanneau NC Power Cruisers

Also In Stock

440             Yacht 51  

NEW Sun Odyssey 410

NEW Sun Odyssey 349

NEW Sun Odyssey 479

Also Dealers For:

 

LOA (ft)  Year  Make   Price  

49  2007 Hunter  199,000 

45 2006 Hunter 45CC 189,900 

44 2003 Hunter AC  139,900 

39 2011 Marlow Hunter  144,500 

37 2014 Marlow Hunter  199,990 

36 2019 Dufour 360 Grand Large  196,570 

35 1987 Hunter  Legend  24,995 

356 2003 Hunter 356 69,900 

33 2015 Hunter  129,900 

32 1985 Bayfield 32 26,900 

30 1986 Catalina  19,990 

30 1989 Hunter  13,900 

27 1977 Ericson 5,795 

26 1988 Sea Ray Sundancer  8,900 

New and Pre - Owned Boats 

Sales - Marine Supply Store  
Parts and Service - Winter Storage 

950 Erie St. Racine, WI       262-636-8020     Racineriverside.com 

Store Hours  

Mon -  Fri    8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Saturday     8:00 am - 2:00 pm  

Sunday              Closed  

OPEN HOUSE   

  April 27  10:00 am - 3:00 pm  

   April 28   11:00 am - 3:00 pm  

Demo Boat rides and Lunch will be  
provided  



Please support our 
advertisers — they support us!

C o n t r i b u t i n g 
S t a f f

Deadline for articles is 
the 20th of the month 
PRIOR to publication.

We like to include photos of members’ activities, so 
take your camera along next time you go to the Club, 
while you’re racing or cruising – or even vacationing! 
Digital photos work best – just e-mail them. You can 
get your photos, news and event info to us by using 
the mailbox in RYC’s office, or you can mail, fax or  
e-mail to: 

Reef Point Editor  One Barker Street

Racine, WI 53402  Fax (262) 634-8971

e-mail: ptobias@wi.rr.com

Advertise with your 
business card: only $10/month

Contact Kim in the office, 
or e-mail Paul at ptobias@wi.rr.com

johnsonbank.com

KARRIE WICHMAN
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS: 1260035
262.554.3911 
kwichman@johnsonbank.com

B A N K I N G    W E A LT H    I N S U R A N C E

Member FDIC

Marsha Connet
Reef Point Editor 

RYC Members
Photos & Articles

Paul Tobias
Layout/Production

 Judy Cook
 Communications
Coordinator and 

Contributing Writer

Gregg Henning
RYC Webmaster 

Advertise here
with your business card

only $10/month
Contact Kim in the office, 

or e-mail Paul at ptobias@wi.rr.com

1623 Douglas Avenue
Racine, WI 53404
Phone: 262-637-2344
Fax: 262-637-5011
rpsinc@sbcglobal.net

Anthony (Tony) Ricchio
President

Text RYCEBLAST to 22828 from your smart 
phone and you’ll be added into the mailing 
list for the RYC bi-weekly news blast. 

Receive the RYC E-Blast!


